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Leigh Guthrie is the Acting Director, Corporate Communications
and Chief Communications Officer for IDA. She serves as the
senior communications strategist, spokesperson and adviser to
the president and executive leadership.

Since joining IDA in 2020, Leigh has developed communication
strategies for executives and led implementation across multiple
communication platforms. She co-launched a video series and
has served as managing editor of a weekly internal publication.

Prior to her time at IDA, Leigh served as Senior
Communications Strategist at MITRE, where she provided
communications consultation to members of the senior
leadership team on strategic, organizational and staffing actions.

Leigh also previously served as Director of Corporate Communications and Centralized Support
at Freddie Mac, where she oversaw company-wide communications and provided strategic
support and counsel to the COO and other senior leaders. She led a team of communicators

and partnered with the Vice President on communications to employees from the CEO.

Leigh holds a doctorate in higher education from the University of Georgia. She also holds

a master’s degree in community and college counseling and a bachelor’s degree in psychology
from Longwood University. She obtained an executive certificate in public leadership from the
Harvard Kennedy School.

About IDA

IDA is a nonprofit corporation that operates three federally funded research and development centers in the
public interest. IDA answers the most challenging U.S. security and science policy questions with objective
analysis leveraging extraordinary scientific, technical and analytic expertise.



https://www.instagram.com/official_ida_org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-defense-analyses/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClT7H_MkQPO7phxLX2l8dWA
https://twitter.com/ida_org
https://www.ida.org/

